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LAND  COMMITTEE 


■    ■  F()KT1P]TH  KEl'Oirr 

A'alle\  Foigv,  .laiiuaiy  6,  l!)l.M. 

To  the  Comuiissiouers  of 
Valley  Foi-oe  Park. 

Gentleiiieu: 

Since  the  last  lejiort  of  the  Land  C((imiiittee,  on  ])ecei)il)er  2,  1020 
no  land  lias  been  acquired,  either  by  purchase  or  by  condemnation,' 
but  damages  ascertained  by  tlie  (\.urt  of  Common  Pleas  of  Mont- 
gomery (\>unty  on  appeals  from  tlie  awards  of  Viewers  have  been 
entered  in  tlu'  following  cases,  reported  by  J.  P.  Hale  Jenkins,  Esq., 
si^ecially  deputized  by  tlie  Attorney  (Jeneral  of  tlie  Commonwealth 
for  that  purpose: 

"NorristoAyn,  Pa..  Deceiidier  2.  1!»20. 

Colonel  Kichmond  L.  Jones. 
Reading,  I'a. 

My  dear  Colonel  Jones: — 

r  desire  to  rej.ort  to  you  the  i-esnlt  of  the  jury  ti  ials  in  the  loilow- 
Hig-  cases: — 

Nicholas  and  Quirico  (Tatfo  .  .1|;7  14-* 

-JuinieE  Law  [[[[]       '  u]om  im 

IhomasLaw    1,500  00 

Mary  McGlasheu  

]^ii«i-Hitteiu  iSmZ 

Dr.  (xeorge  F.  Hartman   ]'"i(H)  00 

Janies  Mercei-,  Est   ^^[^^OO  00 

K.  J   McCurdy,  Sr   OO 

Pmnk  Hxugg   00 

W  lUiani  Douglass,  ..  ,   .j.lOO  (Ml 

in  all  of  tlie  above  cases  verdicts  were  rendered  bv  agreement  and 
tor  the  amount  of  the  award  of  ti.e  jury  of  view.  In  the  Caffo'case 
inasmuch  as  we  were  about  taking  possession  of  the  property  I  al- 
lowed some  interest.  In  the  Douglass  case  the  verdict  is  in  hannony 
with  the  verdict  of  the  Jury  in  the  Mullen  case.  These  houses  are 
twin  houses,  being  built  by  the  same  person  at  the  same  time  ami  are 
turv  wi  '^tl??'  1"/^  ^^'"'''^  Q"^^^  ^^rdict  of  the 
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In  tlie  Hviiri/  S.  Hiitcll  Estate'  case,  ix  iiolly  contested  case,  the 
vei'dict  of  the  jurv  Avas  .f;l2,750 ;  the  report  of  the  Jurv  of  View  was 
.fl3,000. 

In  the  case  of  William  M.  Stephens  and  Martha  Stephens  Estate, 
the  court  directed  the  trial  to  be  held  on  the  20th  of  December. , 

The  case  of  John  J.  Balmer  was  continued  upon  personal  applica- 
tion of  Mr.  McAvoj,  (/ounsel  for  Plaintiff,  alleging  illness. 

1  fully  expected  to  be  present  at  the  meeting  today,  but  inasmuch 
as  the  jury  in  the  p]rwin  case  is  to  be  called  this  afternon  and  a  view 
had  later  in  the  afternoon,  it  Avill  be  impossible  for  me  to  attend. 
Had  I  attended  the  meeting  I  would  have  had  a  full  report.  My 
jnirj^ose  now  is  to  telei)hone  you  these  results  before  you  go  into 
session  this  afternon,  our  jnry  Avill  be  called  at  two  o'clock. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  J.  P.  HALE  JENKINS." 

"December  22.  1920. 

Colonel  Pichmond  L.  Jones, 
Reading,  Pa. 

i\ly  dear  Colonel  Jones: —  i,. 

The  verdict  of  the  jury  in  the  William  ^1.  Stephens  case  was  114,2^0.^ 
In  this  case  Air.  Stephens  declined  to  a])pear  before  the  Jury  of  View^ 
and  they  awarded  him  |9,500.  The  case  has  been  on  trial  sincf 
Monday  morning^  Ten  witnesses  were  called  for  the  Plaintitf  and 
iestitieil  that  the  ])]'operty  was  worth  from  !|18,500  to  -f 25,000.  The 
Commonwealth's  witnesses  testified  to  a  value  of  from  .f9,000  to 
ijSlO.!)00.   The  verdict  as  above-stated  is  .1|;14,280. 

In  the  Martha  Stejthens  Estate  case,  the  taking  of  the  large  dwell- 
ing house  and  three  acres  of  land  nearly  opposite  Varnnm's  Head-  / 
quarters,  the  Jury  rendered  a  verdict  of  |15,300.  In  this  cas^  the 
Jury  of  View  awarded  .|1(J,000.  From  this  award  there  was  an  appeal 
taken  by  the  Commonwealth.  The  testimony  of  the  Plaintiff's  ten 
witnesses  were  from  |17,500  to  |21,000.  The  Defendant's  witnesses 
were  from  |13.(f50  to  |13.800. 

There  are  for  trial,  in  which  there  will  be  a  contest,  two  cases, 
that  of  William  S.  Garnett,  and  John  J.  Balmer.  There  are  several 
other  apjieals  pending,  but  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  a  contest  in 
any  of  them. 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)  J.  P.  HALE  JENKINS.'' 

1"lie  work  of  restoring  llie  N'alley  Creek  to  its  original  channel  etc., 
has  been  proceeding  satisfactorily,  and  the  bills  rendered  therefor 
by  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Doyle  for  the  month  of  November  1920,  were  approved 
by  the  Park  Commission,  and  have  been  paid  out  of  the  funds  desig- 
nated in  the  resolutions  then  adopted. 
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During  the  last  mouth  of  1920,  the  work  proceeded,  as  the  weallu'r 
permitted,  but  all  of  it  was  done  with  our  owu  men  and  teams,  and 
the  cost  charged  to  the  pay-roll. 

With  tlie  approval  of  the  Commission,  expressed  at  the  last  meet- 
ing the  Chairman  of  the  Land  Comimittee,  wrote  to  Judge  Koclt  sug- 
gesting that  inasmuch  as  tlie  \'alley  Creek  road  is  out  of  repair  and 
needs  to  be  widened  and  reconstructed  for  the  general  traflfic  con- 
venience of  the  public,  and  the  Township  of  Upper  Merion  to  wliicli 
it  belongs  has  no  funds  with  whicli  to  reconstruct  it  or  to  jn-operly 
maintain  it  as  a  Commonwealth  road  ought  to  be.  and  furtlier, 
inasmuch  as  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of  America  is  a  guardian  angel 
of  Valley  Forge,  aiding  in  the  rescue  of  Washington's  headcjuarters 
and  otherwise  furthering  the  development  of  the  tiebl ;  it  seems  very 
l>roper  that  the  P.  O.  vS.  of  A.,  as  a  I'alriotic  (>i-der,  sliould  espouse 
the  cause  of  this  Public  l^oad  thr  oiigli  tlie  gdi'ge.  and  passing  in 
front  of  its  Hall  at  Valley  Forge,  and  ask  the  CommonwealTii  to 
take  it  over  as  a  STATE  HIGHWAY,  thus  connecting  the  Pho-nix- 
ville  and  the  Devon  roads,  both  belonging  to  the  State  Highway 
.s;^stem,  and,  to  provide  for  tlie  construction  and  maintenance  of  a 
highway  worthy  of  the  ])i'ide  and  dignity  of  the  Comiuoiiwealtli 
through  whose  historic  park  it  passes,  -ludge  Koch  who  is  thr  (\)uu- 
tselior  and  Nestor  of  the  ordel',  espoused  the  undertaking  ^\•itll  cii- 
thtisiasm,  and  set  about  its  execution  with  his  usual  energy. 

Judge  Koch  also  says  he  appreciates  tjie  request,  and  Avill,  a(  his 
iirst  opportunity,  reduce  to  writing,  for  the  tiles  of  the  Commission, 
his  pxteiiiporc  remarks  made  at  the  dedication  of  tbe  P.  <).  S.  of  A.. 
Hall  at  Valley  Forge.  Xovember  2S,  1020. 

Copies  of  Judge  Koch's  letters  to  Honorable  (iabriel  H.  Aioyer, 
President  of  th(>  P.  O.  S.  A.,  accompanies  this  report. 

Pespectfully  submitted. 

KICHMONI)  L.  .TONES. 

Cltairvuni. 
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